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Saving butterflies, moths and our environment




Wi]d]hce finds sanctuary amid natural beautg on
a nature reserve of over 100 acres managecl bg

Butterﬂg Conservation.

Magda]en Hl” Downis a surviving {:ragment

of the slﬁeep~grazec{ downland that once
encircled Winchester. ]ntensive Farming and
urban exPansion obliterated much of this flower-
rich downland. T hen the decline in traditional
sheeP grazing and the decimation of rabbits ]:)5
myxomatosis allowed dense scrub to clevelop on

much of what remained.

The reserve has three distinct areas. The
Original reserve is a steep hillside of unimprovecl
chalk downland, rich in wildflowers. Over 400
moth sPecies and some tl’wirtg butterﬂg sPecies

have been seen here, inc]uc{ing Brown Argus

and (Green [Hairstreak (breeding on (Common
Rockrose) and Cha”&n“ Blue (on Horseshoe
\/etch) Be]core But‘cerﬂy Conservation

took overin i 989 and removed much of the
invac{ing scrub, the flowers and butterflies were
threatened with

extinction.

A field to the cast
which had been

intensivelg farmed
for over)ChC’cy years
was acquire&. Je

is known as the

[~ xtension and in
1997 was sown with

sPeciauy selected
SWPOt Burmet Moth (left) and
Common Blue (nd'at)

native wildflowers

and grass seed collected from Hampslﬂire nature
reserves. | he restoration to traditional lower-
rich grassland is a slow and difficult process,
Part]3 because the chemicals used in arable
{:arming Persist in the soil for some years. Jn 2004
Magdalen Hill Down North, a further 55acres,
was sown in a similar way in ajoint scheme with
Hampshire Countﬂ Council‘ Flowers, butterflies
and moths together with other wildlife thrive on

these areas of recreated cha”( grassland

T o control scrub and to keeP the flower-rich
grasslancl in goocl condition, the reserve is
rotationa”y grazecl by livestock, so some of the
site is divided into fenced Paclclocks‘ The gates
are left open except when animals are grazing to
permit Pubhc access on foot. Areas of scrub are
also COPPiCCCl in rotation to maintain an uneven

age structure.
T his conservation work is suPPor’ced bg

a Higher Level Stewardship Agreement
administered bg Natural E_ng]and.

Group visits are welcome bg

aPPointment.

Please hclp us to protect this
beautiful Placc.
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Butterﬂg (Conservation is a national charit\tj‘
Foundedin 1968 itis dedicated to saving butterflies
and moths and our environment. |t is recognised that
butterflies and moths are indicators of biodiversitg

and of environmental and climatic change.




