and climatic ci‘nange. Ti’iere are more than 30
branches across the UK, of which this branch is
the Iargest. Butterﬂg Conservation has over 25

reserves, three of which are in Hampslﬂire.

As a member, you will receive:

e the national magazine Buttcn[/y three times a
year and the Branch newsletter at least twice

a 9681‘

e anannual rePor’c summarising the status of

butterflies and moths in Hampshire and the
]5|e of Wight

Have an opportunity to
e attend field triPs, training courses and talks
. hclP manage reserves such as this one

e take Part in sgstematic recording of butterflies
and moths in HamPshire and the [sle of Wight

For more details about the reserves and the
5ranc|1, Plcasc contact the Brancl': Organiscr:

Jermy Mallett, Great Fontley Farm, T itchfield
| ane, Wickham, FQO 15 6 A Tel 01329
832177 Orvisit our web site www.hantsiow-
butterﬂies.org.ul(

Benefactors of Yew Hill include:

British (sas Southem, (Conder (Conservation
Trust) English T‘Ieritage, }“lamPs}ﬁire Countg
(Council, [Holsten Distributers, Natural
Englanci, Shellj Southern Watcr, T\/S Trust,
Winci’zester City Council, WWF UK

Buttcrﬂy Conservation

Compang limited bg) guarantee, registered in Eng|ancl (2206468)
Registercd Ogice: Manor Yard, [ ast Lu|wort1’i, Warci’iam, Dorset
]5HZO 5QF C}ﬂarity rcgistcrcd in Eng]and and Wa|cs (2549§7)
and in Scotlané (SCO 39268). VAT No GB 5659070 16.
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Saving butterflies, moths and our environment




This reserve is five acres of open downland.
Acﬁoining it is a five-acre covered reservoir where
Southern Water have thoughtgullg allowed
natural regeneration to take P!ace. The reserve
and reservoir are small pockets of unimProve&
chalk downland. Mucl‘l has been lost to Farming
and yet more to the aftermath of myxomatosis,
which, }33 clecimating the rabbit Population,
allowed scrub to invade and clestrog the essential

OPCﬂ character O{: clownlancl.

Thus many sPecies of P]ants and butterflies
have become rare. The isolated nature of the
remaining downland means that if a sPecies
dies out on a Particular site itis un!ii(e]g
to reappear natura”g. Hence the
need for reserves like this and
for conservation in
general. ]n 2004
Butterﬂg
Conservation

was able to

start renting

a field of 8.5
acres behind the
reservoir, which will increase

the habitat that butterflies and moths need.

T his reserve still has areas of short turf,
esPeciang near ancient ditches] which are rich

in downland Plants such as cowslip, milkwort,
scabious and thyme, together with various
orcl‘wids, Fragrant orchid being the most common.
Knapweed is abundant on the reserve, as is the

unusual knaneec{ Eroomrape (Ie&).

Both the Cna”(rn” Blue and the Common Blue
butterﬂg occurin good numbers. Altogetheri

about 30 sPecies of butterflies and

a number of red data book moths
occur on the site. The mixture of fine
downland grasses and the rich variety
of ﬂowering P]ants on which the
caterPiHars éepencl is conserved bg
grazing with sheeP or cattle in autumn

or ear]y winter.

|n addition to foodplants for their
ca’cerPi”ars, buttertlies need nectar
and shelter. Kna weecl, thistles
and brambles are all rich sources
of nectar, while trees and shrubs
rovide valuable shelter on this rather
exposed site. Additiona“g some
trees and shrubs are also roocJPIants
for caterPiHars of many moths and
some butterflics: the bright 3e”ow Primstone
uses buckthorn and the Ho”g Blue feeds on

Dogwoocl, Ho”g and lvy.

T he conservation work at the reserve, which
includes some mowing and grazing !33 catt]e,
is suPPor’ce& bg a Tﬂigher | evel Stewardslﬁip
Scheme administered }33 Natural England.

Group visits are welcome bg aPPointment.
Flcasc hclp us to Protcct this beautiful Placc.

T he calendar oPPosite shows the !ike]g months in
which each sPecies of but’cerﬂg might be seen.

Butterﬂg (_onservation is a national clﬂaritg.
Foundedin 1968 itis dedicated to saving
butterflies and moths and our environment. ]t
is recognised that butterflics and moths are

indicators of biodiversit9 and of environmental

Buttcrﬂy
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Prown Argus e o o
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Common Plue e o o
Dark Green [ritillary e o
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(reen-veined White ° e o
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[ainted | ady e o o
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Small Heath e o o
Small or [~ ssex Skippers e o
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